Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 294 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.028; wR factor = 0.080; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.3.
The title complex, [Zn(C 7 H 4 NO 4 ) 2 (C 5 H 5 NO) 2 ], has site symmetry 2. The Zn II ion is located on a crystallographic twofold rotation axis and assumes a distorted tetrahedral ZnN 2 O 2 coordination geometry. Molecules are linked by an intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond and -stacking interactions between pyridine rings [centroid-centroid speparation 3.594 (1) Å ]. 
Related literature

Experimental
Crystal data [Zn(C 7 H 4 Table 2 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Bis(3-hydroxypyridine-N)bis(3-nitrobenzoato-O)zinc(II)
J.-H. Li, J.-J. Nie and D.-J. Xu
Comment
As part of our ongoing investigation on the nature of π-π stacking (Su & Xu, 2004; Xu et al., 2007) , the title complex with pyridine ligand has recently been prepared in the laboratory, and its crystal structure is reported here.
The molecule has site symmetry 2, the Zn II cation located on a twofold axis is coordinated by two hydroxypyridine ligands and two nitrobenzoate anions with a distorted tetrahedral geometry ( Fig. 1 and Table 1 ). The O-Zn-O bond angle of 120.90 (9)° is much larger than the N-Zn-N bond angle of 101.72 (6)°. The partially overlapped arrangement of parallel pyridine rings is observed in the crystal structure (Fig. 2) , the face-to-face separation of 3.594 (1) Å between N1-pyridine and N1
ii -pyridine rings [symmetry code: (ii) 1 -x, 1 -y, -z] suggests the existence of π-π stacking between the parallel pyridine rings, similar to the situation found in catena- et al., 2008) . Intermolecular O-H···O hydrogen bond between hydroxyl and carboxyl groups is also present in the crystal structure (Table 2) .
Experimental
A water-ethanol solution (20 ml, 1:1) of 3-nitrobenzoic acid (0.17 g, 1 mmol), sodium carbonate (0.075 g, 0.7 mmol), 3-hydroxypyridine (0.19 g, 2 mmol) and zinc chloride (0.067 g, 0.5 mmol) was refluxed for 6 h. After cooling to room temperature the solution was filtered. The single crystals of the title compound were obtained from the filtrate after 4 d.
Refinement
Hydroxy H atom was located in a difference Fourier map and was refined as riding in as-found relative position, U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (O). Aromatic H atoms were placed in calculated positions with C-H = 0.93 Å and were refined in riding mode with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with 40% probability displacement (arbitrary spheres for H atoms) [symmetry code: (i) 1 -x, y, -z + 1/2]. (7) 0.0091 (6) −0.0163 (7) O2 0.0361 (7) 0.0557 (9) 0.0345 (7 
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